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Ericsson and Elisa switch on world’s first 
commercial WCDMA/HSPA service in 900MHz 
band 
Ericsson (NASDAQ:ERIC) and Finnish operator Elisa today activated 
the operator’s WCDMA/HSPA network addition in the 900MHz 
frequency band. The new part of the network is seamlessly integrated 
in Elisa’s existing WCDMA/HSPA network in the 2.1GHz band. 
Ericsson’s WCDMA/HSPA portfolio for the 900MHz band offers Elisa 
a cost-efficient way to further expand the coverage of its 
WCDMA/HSPA network in sparsely inhabited areas of Finland. 

As announced earlier this year, Elisa chose Ericsson to deliver network 
equipment and related services for a substantial expansion of its 
WCDMA/HSPA network. Today’s activation of Ericsson’s 
WCDMA/HSPA 900MHz technology improves the cost-efficient and fast 
way the operator can cover large geographical areas without compromising 
HSPA performance, which offers high bit rates, low latency and full 
mobility.  

Ericsson’s WCDMA/HSPA solution for the 900MHz band provides more 
coverage because of the improved radio wave propagation at lower 
frequencies, making it easier to provide low-cost mobile broadband services 
in rural areas as well as improved indoor coverage in urban areas. Ericsson’s 
solution is built on its existing portfolio of radio base stations, which 
provides commercial mobile broadband services with up to 14.4Mbps 
download speeds in more than 70 commercial networks. 

Veli-Matti Mattila, President and CEO at Elisa, says: “Our objective in 
adding radio base stations for the 900MHz band to our WCDMA/HSPA 
network is, as always, an improved customer experience.  We are now able 
to cover substantially larger geographical areas; eventually making our fast 
and attractive mobile services available for every Finn.” 

Janne Laitala, President, Ericsson Finland, says: “As the technology leader 
in mobile broadband, Ericsson is proud to support Elisa on its journey to 
build nationwide WCDMA/HSPA coverage. Access to innovative mobile 
broadband services, anywhere and anytime, opens new and exciting 
opportunities for consumers and business users.” 
 
Ericsson’s WCDMA/HSPA technology is now commercially deployed in 
the 850, 900, 1700, 1800, 1900 and 2100MHz frequency bands and, as 
announced previously, deployment in the 2.6GHz frequency band will start 
shortly. 
 
Notes to editor: 

Ericsson’s WCDMA/HSPA reference list:  
www.ericsson.com/ericsson/press/facts_figures/3g_reference.shtml 

http://www.ericsson.com/ericsson/press/facts_figures/3g_reference.shtml
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Ericsson is shaping the future of Mobile and Broadband Internet 
communications through its continuous technology leadership. Providing 
innovative solutions in more than 140 countries, Ericsson is helping to 
create the most powerful communication companies in the world. 

Read more at www.ericsson.com 
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About Elisa Corporation 

Elisa Corporation is a leading Finnish communications service company. 
Elisa offers its private, corporate and institutional customers voice and 
telecommunication services, customised communications services solutions 
and network operator services.  Elisa is the broadband market leader in 
Finland. It has over 1.3 million fixed line subscriptions, of which broadband 
subscriptions comprise over 518,000. Elisa is a forerunner in providing new 
mobile and content services, and it has over 2.3 million mobile phone 
subscribers. Elisa is listed on the Helsinki Exchanges, its revenue for 2006 
amounted to EUR 1.52 billion and it has 3,200 employees. Elisa offers 
services through the Elisa, Saunalahti and Kolumbus trademarks, and 
internationally in association with its partners Vodafone and Telenor. 
www.elisa.com 
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